Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/11
Listening (Multiple Choice) 11

Nomber K Nomper 1
1 B 16 A
2 A 17 c
3 c 18 A
4 B 19 c
5 D 20 B
6 D 21 B
7 B 22 A
8 c 23 D
9 B 24 B
10 A 25 c
11 D 26 c
12 A 27 A
13 F 28 B
14 B 29 A
15 E 30 c

General comments

The June 2023 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short. For
Question 1, the majority of mistakes made was choosing option A T instead of B Z%. Question 2 proved
to be more challenging than the other questions in this exercise. About twenty percent of the candidates
chose option C |11 instead of A & . For Question 3, the majority of mistakes made was choosing option
B EZE instead of C R -F. For Question 4, many of those who answered incorrectly chose option A or D
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instead of B It 7-¥%. Candidates performed the best with Question 5 in this exercise. AlImost ninety percent
of the candidates answered this question correctly.

Questions 6 — 10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

Candidates performed the best with Questions 6, 8, 9. Ninety-six percent or more candidates answered
these questions correctly.

For Question 7, a very small portion of the candidates chose option A or option C instead of option B 4 {1-##
. For Question 10, Eighty-eight percent of the candidates recognised option A — K2 5. The majority of
the mistakes made was choosing option D #&71 instead.

Questions 11 - 15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about their future jobs.
Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise.

Over eighty percent of the candidates answered these questions correctly and, for Question 12, ninety
percent of the attempts were correct.

More mistakes were made by choosing option B for Question 11, and option C for Question 13. For
Question 14, two thirds of the mistakes were made by choosing options C or D.

For Question 15, eighteen percent of all the attempts were incorrect; 14 percent of all the attempts chose
option C incorrectly, and option C was the distractor in this question.

Questions 16 — 20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialogue, Li Ming
talked to his friend about his experience at a summer camp. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Ming’s
opinion of different aspects of his experience positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise
represented increased difficulty of the test.

Question 16 proved to be the most accessible question in this exercise, with most of the candidates giving
the correct answer.

Question 17, on the other hand, proved to be the most challenging question in the exercise. A third of the
candidates chose option A instead of option C. It is possible that those candidates only understood the first
clause of the sentence, which is ¥ 1118 7] %%, but not the following clause, which is Ft4 A EA7.

About a quarter of the candidates answered Question 18 incorrectly, within which two thirds chose option B
and one third chose option C. Perhaps those candidates did not understand the term & or did not
understand that part of the sentence.

A small number of the candidates incorrectly chose option B for Question 19. Perhaps they only understood
the first clause of the sentence, which is J€1111E 2 and did not understand the second clause of the sentence,

which is 7T LAFE BB AT T4 5 .

Question 20 was the second least well-performed question in this exercise, with some candidates choosing
option A and more choosing option C, indicating a lack of understanding of the sentence.

Questions 21 - 25

Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Long about a large park. There was a longer pause in the two-part
introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper.

Question 21 proved to be challenging, with many candidates incorrectly choosing option C or option D. /t
showed a lack of understanding of the text.
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Question 22 proved to be the most accessible question in this exercise, with ninety-two percent of the
candidates giving the correct answer.

The majority of the candidates answered Question 23 correctly; a quarter of the candidates gave incorrect
answers, indicating a lack of familiarity with animal names.

Candidates’ attempts at Question 24 indicated a lack of familiarity with the word #(%%. A third of the
candidates chose option C and option D instead of option B #{ .

Question 25 proved to be the most challenging in this exercise, with half of the candidates giving incorrect
answers. The majority of candidates who selected a wrong answer chose A [ %%, which was what the
general tourists liked. What Ma Long liked, as stated in the recording, was C ij. Candidates need to listen to
the recording more carefully as well as look at the questions more carefully.

Questions 26 — 30

Candidates heard an interview with Zhang Hai, who was a taxi driver. This was an appropriately challenging
exercise, but candidates performed well.

Candidates performed well at Question 26. Among the incorrect options chosen, two thirds were option A.
The recording actually said that Zhang Hai's parents were 4 [X;, while Zhang Hai himself had worked as a
T.\. Candidates need to pay more attention to details when listening to the recording.

Question 27 was the best performed question in this exercise. Only a small portion of the candidates gave
the wrong answer, all of whom chose C Z i [¢).

Question 28 was also well attempted. The majority of the incorrect answers given by candidates were option
C 1R E- T ¥, while in the interview Zhang Hai actually said that he ANfEfR £ R L.

Candidates performed well at Question 29. Among the incorrect options chosen, over two thirds were option
B ¥4, but #74 was never mentioned in the interview.

Question 30 was also well attempted, although it also proved to be the most challenging one in this exercise.
It is necessary that, particularly at this stage of the examination, candidates need to listen to whole chunks of

the information before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases can lead to choosing
incorrect options.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/12
Listening (Multiple Choice) 12

Nombert Nomper 1
1 D 16 B
2 B 17 c
3 A 18 A
4 D 19 c
5 c 20 A
6 c 21 A
7 A 22 c
8 D 23 D
9 c 24 B
10 B 25 D
11 B 26 B
12 E 27 c
13 A 28 A
14 F 29 A
15 (o] 30 c

General comments

The June 2023 Listening paper consisted of 30 multiple-choice questions. Overall, candidates performed
very well and most candidates attempted all questions. Candidates should take care when they transfer their
answers onto the answer sheet and shade one letter only.

The Mandarin extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and complexity. They
featured simple exchanges, short monologues, conversations, and interviews. The emphasis of the
questions moved from assessing the candidates’ ability to identify information contained in short factual
pieces to testing their ability to understand specific information, descriptions of events, opinions, emotions,
and explanations in longer extracts.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5
Overall, candidates performed well in this exercise. The extracts were straightforward and short.
For Question 1 and Question 3, the mistakes made was spread among the incorrect options, indicating that

the candidates who did not give the correct answer were perhaps not familiar with the tested vocabulary or
even the category of the vocabulary.

Cambridge Assessment
Y International Education © 2023




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Candidates performed the best with Question 2 in this exercise. Almost ninety-eight percent of the
candidates answered this question correctly.

Candidates performed well at Question 4. More of the mistakes made were choosing option A 1z &
instead of D 7%,

Question 5 was attempted very well. The majority of the mistakes made were choosing B i/ instead of C

A.
Questions 6 — 10

In this exercise, candidates heard a longer extract which was about what Wang Shan did yesterday.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise.

Candidates performed the best with Questions 6, 7, 8. Ninety-six percent or more candidates answered
these questions correctly.

Candidates performed well at Question 9. Some candidates chose option A or option B instead of option C

FE.

Question 10 proved to be the most challenging question in this exercise, with many candidates choosing
option A %+ or option C %1 instead of option B ¥%1-. Perhaps they are not familiar with this piece of
vocabulary.

Questions 11 - 15

This was a matching exercise in which candidates heard five individuals talking about their future jobs.
Candidates performed very well in this exercise, achieving nearly ninety percent and above in all the
questions.

For Question 11 two thirds of the mistakes made were choosing option F #{#iEk instead of option B FI-EEK.
For Question 14, half of the mistakes made were choosing options B ] E¥k instead of option F #{#i#k.

For Question 13, all the mistakes made were choosing option D /A it instead of A WiIHENE. Al is a
distractor in this question and candidates are advised to listen to the whole statement before making their
judgement.

Questions 16 — 20

In this exercise, candidates heard a conversation in two parts with a short pause. In the dialog, Li Ming talked
to his friend about spending Spring Festival in Canada. Candidates are requested to tell if Li Ming’s opinion
of different aspects of his experience positive, negative or both positive and negative. The exercise
represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test.

Candidates performed very well in this exercise, achieving nearly ninety percent and above in all the
questions.

In each of Question 16, Question 17 and Question 19, the majority of the mistakes made were choosing
option A instead of the correct answer, indicating a lack of clear understanding of the recorded conversation.

In Question 18, three quarters of the mistakes made were choosing option C instead of the correct answer,
again indicating a lack of clear understanding of the recorded conversation.

Questions 21 - 25
Candidates heard an introduction by Ma Long about a department store. There was a longer pause in the

two-part introduction. This was an appropriately demanding exercise at this stage of the paper, but overall
candidates performed very well.
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Question 21 proved to be the most challenging in this exercise. Instead of the correct answer option A,
many candidates incorrectly chose option B and some chose option C and D. Candidates are advised to
listen to the full statement that provides full information for the question.

Candidates did very well answering Question 22. Among the mistakes made, two thirds were choosing
option A #>% instead of C i&F.

For Question 23. The majority of the mistakes made were choosing option A and option C.
Candidates overall answered Question 24 and Question 25 very well.
Questions 26 — 30

Candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue who had opened a children’s library. This was an
appropriately challenging exercise, but candidates performed well.

In this exercise, candidates performed the best at Question 26. Among the incorrect options chosen, two
thirds were option A and one third were option C. Perhaps the candidates that made those mistakes just
heard the phrase /il but not &3 2 iR,

Question 27 was very well attempted as well. A small portion of the candidates gave wrong answers by
choosing option A or option B.

Question 28 was relatively more challenging. Still, almost ninety percent of the candidates answered the
question correctly. The majority of the candidates who did not answer this question correctly picked option C.
It seems that those candidates heard the phrase & %% 1) but did not have a full understanding of that part
of the interview.

Candidates performed very well at Question 29. Among the incorrect options chosen, three quarters were
option B W=, which is the distractor in this question.

Question 30 was also very well attempted, with ninety-five percent of the candidates answering it correctly.

It is necessary that, at this stage of the exam, candidates need to listen to whole chunks of the information
before choosing their answers to questions. Just picking out phrases can lead to choosing incorrect options.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening (Multiple Choice) 13

Namber | K& | | Number | KoV | | Nimber | e
1 Cc 11 F 21 A
2 Cc 12 A 22 Cc
3 B 13 (5 23 B
4 A 14 E 24 A
5 A 15 B 25 D
6 D 16 Cc 26 Cc
7 A 17 A 27 B
8 A 18 Cc 28 Cc
9 Cc 19 B 29 A
10 B 20 A 30 B

There were too few candidates for a meaningful report to be produced.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

There were many excellent responses to this paper and few candidates left questions unanswered. Amongst
the responses, some candidates chose to respond to the question in full sentences, using their own words
with the details required by the questions. Last but not the least, it was noticed by the Examiners that the
presentation in written answers were generally better than previous year.

Looking forward, more attention needs to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when,

where, how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate
answers correctly for Question 8 and Question 11.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Overall candidates performed well in this exercise as there were lots of positive responses. Candidates were
most familiar with the key vocabulary in Question 2 and Question 4. A few candidates did not understand
#R1T (bank) in Question 1 as different options were chosen. Furthermore, candidates found % %j(grapes) in
Question 3 challenging. In Question 5, some candidates got confused between & (toothpaste) and &7
(desk lamp) and answered C instead.

Question 6

The performance in this set of questions were outstanding as they were the best answered questions in the
whole paper. Almost all candidates secured full marks in Question (a) and (c). Very occasionally errors
occurred on Question (b) and (d) as option A or D were chosen.

Question 7

Very positive responses were seen in this question. The vast majority of the candidates demonstrated very
good understanding of the vocabulary #f and A&, whilst a few candidates did not find %/j JLIid easy. As a
result, performance in Question (b) and (c) were better than Question (a).
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Question 8

The passage was about Xiao Gang’s experience in a boarding school. The candidates handled this sets of
questions at ease and the presentation of the written answers had improved from last year. Compared to
other questions, Question (b) was proven to be quite challenging.

(a) The performance was very positive. Those candidates who lifted the whole paragraph would not be
credited with the mark. Isolated answer like —fT &R instead of — T2 AR221& were not sufficient
enough to secure a mark.

(b) Over half of the candidates handled this question successfully. Similar to last question, the
excessive lifting the whole paragraph were not a good reflection of genuine understanding.
Incorrect answers like P91~ H or B4~ A A7 #it were seen quite frequently.

(c) Most candidates did well in this question. it = Fe Bk 5 was accepted too.
(d) This was a well answered question with few candidates writing %45 or 4.
(e) Best performed question in this section. A very high percentage of the candidates shown secured

knowledge about the subjects tested. Candidates are reminded to put the answers separately in
each line where there are marks listed separately.

1) Most candidates gave correct answers like Z L A4 5% or Z IR A 4%, However, a small
number of candidates wrote 5 £:%:, which was quite different from the meaning in the passage,
therefore, no credit was given. It is important the candidates included the details which links to the
original meaning.

(9) Very strong performance was seen. A few candidates did not attempt this question.

(h) Similarly, this question was very well answered. Only a handful of candidates missed out the key
part 5% B in their answer. Some errors like # % % B3] H1if could be avoided in the future.

Question 9

The performance of this set of multiple matching exercise was very good. Most candidates demonstrated a
good level of understanding of the four pieces of short texts relating to parks. Candidates demonstrated a
very good command of the vocabulary used in the texts, but some were not sure about [J2% or the whole
sentence |52 E SR A . As a consequence Question (d) was found very challenging. To tackle this
type of question, it is important that candidates know the synonyms as well as antonyms.

Furthermore, a few candidates left some multiple-choice questions unanswered which rules out any chance
of getting a potential mark. The candidates need to remember to attempt all questions to maximise their
potential marks.

Question 10

The overall performance was good in this question. Candidates attempted almost all five questions.
Question (a), (c) and (e) were the best performed questions. It was noticed that some candidates may not
have understood the text on the whole and only tried to spot words, therefore, not always securing the mark.
In Question (b), a common wrong answer was option A #4235 % as it appeared in the text. Question (d)
3 H was proven to be challenging as a number of candidates missed out the mark by having chosen option
C F#l instead.

Question 11

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. A small number of candidates
decided not to attempt certain questions, in particular (c), (g) and (h). Candidates would benefit from making
an attempt at answering these questions rather than omitting them entirely. As this is the final exercise, both
the passage and questions became more difficult. Even though there were some excellent responses, such
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as (b) and (d), generally speaking, candidates found this exercise challenging compared to the rest of the
paper.

(a) There were a wide range of answers to this question. Typical wrong answers included 11, 4T
K, T it

(b) As mentioned above, this question was well answered with an occasional missing verb Z:.

(c) A very well answered question in general. Common error included R g&#7T 4 B, which did not reflect

genuine understanding required at this level. It therefore did not allow for a mark.

(d) Very strong performances in this question. A vast majority of the candidates managed to give either
a concise answer %A1 or answered in a full sentence fih /& — T AR 42 5]

(e) It was fair to say this was the most challenging question in the paper according to candidates’
performances. The correct answer was —4F. Many candidates gave #4F which was the distractor
in the text. This might be due to the candidates getting confused with —H#f and J5As.

1) Most answers secured the mark by writing H cLiE (L[l H. A small number of candidates left
this unanswered.

(9) A wide range of answers were seen in marking this question. Answers like %1} 1% which is similar
to 275 JF B T was credited with the mark. Quite a few candidates gave answer including LARTA %
Viil, ARSI T, which was not precise enough and therefore did not receive the mark.

(h) Half of the candidates secured both marks successfully. Candidates were able to identify the key
information 7EAh 41t 4 H i from the passage. Answer like it 4= H i, without the subject, was
unclear.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters accurately and to
remind candidates to give thorough answers relating to the questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting can not result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Candidates performed very well in this year's examination. The vast majority of candidates understood the
requirements of the specification very well and applied themselves well in this series. A small percentage of
candidates scored full marks. Few questions were left blank in the responses.

Looking forward, more attention needs to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when,

where, how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate
answers correctly for Question 8 and Question 11.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

In the first five questions, the candidates’ performance was strong overall. A large number of candidates
were more familiar with the key vocabulary in Question 1 and Question 3. A few candidates mixed T4
with #2825 or {A#% in Question 2. Similarly, a small number of candidates got confused with ¥>4i; in Question
4 and therefore chose an incorrect answer. The performance in Question 5 was lower as almost one third of

the candidates did not recognise the vocabulary £ .

Question 6

The performance on this question was the best in the whole paper as it was very rare to see candidates
make wrong choices in Question (a), (c) and (d). When those occasional errors occurred, it was
Question (b) with the vocabulary i £Lfii.

Question 7

Most candidates across the ability range answered all these questions and all three questions were correctly
ticked by almost all candidates. Only a few candidates found vocabulary like 5:¥if or £ challenging.
Furthermore, a few candidates struggled with the concepts of #i{% A or {5 and did not get a mark.
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Question 8

Most candidates secured high marks. The majority of candidates also used the correct pronouns in their
response as they made sure to replace the first person ‘F’ with the third person /NN or .

(a) Most answers were accurate and concise although some candidates answered /M|, 2% 44 or
NN SN T

(b) This was a well answered question with only few candidates only writing /! or ZE[X.

(c) In general, candidates performed well in this question. In the first question, the most common

mistake was A 375 % without verb 4, a less common error was & @I I 423% /M. The second
question was better answered than the first one. Some longer answers like R 9% B4R T, i LA
BEE LA ] AT 42i% /NN were seen, which demonstrated good language command as well as
genuine understanding of the passage. Some candidates answered both questions together, A5
KRR T, AL ARG K. which was awarded one mark.

(d) The performance on this question was the best in the set of questions. Errors like, -t A F.%5 were
seen. Also, very rarely, answers like |- F.%5 appeared, which was not specific enough for a mark.

(e) Good performance overall. A few candidates struggled to give full answers and gave answers such
as BERIR LTI,
(f) Most candidates handled this question very well. Amongst incorrect answers, a wide range of

examples were seen, such as T/E A\ i #f, TAEN or T{E . A few candidates located the answer
from the passage correctly but wrote 4% [ T/E N Rl 2 Z K FE M. The wrong character
caused ambiguity. Moreover, long lifting occurred in this question.

(9) Very strong performance was seen. On very few occasions %2 was given. Without the key verb
b, it had impacted the comprehension.

(h) This question was very well answered. Only a handful of candidates missed out A% in their
answer.
Question 9

The performance in this set of multiple matching exercise was good. Most candidates demonstrated a good
level of understanding of the task and there were some very successful attempts at the exercise. Question
(d) was proven to be the most challenging question in this exercise. A high percentage of candidates
answered incorrectly by ticking option C instead, as the vocabulary %l appeared in both text C and D. A
very small number of candidates ticked two options, which resulted in no mark. Furthermore, a few
candidates left some multiple-choice questions blank which rules out any chance of getting a potential mark.
The candidates need to remember to attempt all questions to maximise their potential.

Question 10

The overall performance was good in this question. Candidates attempted almost all five questions.
Question (a) and Question (d) were the best answered questions. Some candidates may not have
understood the text fully and only tried to word spot, therefore, not always securing the mark. In Question
(b), a common wrong answer was option A. In Question (c), option C was chosen by some candidates,
probably due to the fact the vocabulary was quite close to the keyword NIz in the text. Question (e) was
proven to be the most challenging as a number of candidates chose option B or D.

Question 11
Most candidates demonstrated a very good understanding to the whole text. They were able to locate short

and accurate parts from the text to answer the questions. This set of questions were more challenging than
earlier questions in the paper.
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There was a wide range of answers to this question. Typical wrong answer was % [ A .
Candidates who answered + + K4 E A\ were awarded a mark.

Lots of good answers were seen, such as Tid R % T. or 2RV 59T R £ T.. Quite a few
candidates included 1l )\ /RS 75 in the answer, which caused ambiguity.

A very well answered question. A common error was to include A< n] LR Bl — 434 TAE.
Furthermore, answers including {H before fi: 5 2% 1 1 [H ikJi%, did not reflect understanding required
at this level, and therefore, missed a mark.

Very strong performances in this question. Answers like % I 7 ) 74 fJ A\ demonstrated excellent
understanding of the text. Quite a few candidates included A~/ K 4 B X521 in their answers.

Best answered question in the set of questions. Some candidates failed to include £ in the
answers. {85 B 5 £ 75 E 1% F was written on a few occasions too. It is important that
candidates give detailed answers where appropriate to secure a better mark.

This was the most challenging question in the paper according to candidates’ performances. The
correct answer was %51 & B 7 Hil#4:. Many candidates gave extra information such as Z K14f1%
THRRGIAL, 4R THEE or 5 A RO LTI, KA R IFA A2 7, which did not

show the understanding expected at this level.

Most answers secured the mark by writing X 1l1. More able candidates gave more details by giving
answers like ZEIL KL B X T.. However, a few mistakes were found e.g., iz and iz.
Common errors included ' [E and & 71 7 [H.

More than half of the candidates secured both marks successfully. There was a good range of co-
verbs like i, %5 or 3% used to support their answers in the first question. In the second question,
almost all candidates had understood that % 7. cooks food for the candidates, however, some
candidates did not express the ideas in enough detail to warrant a mark e.g. fih45 % 71177, 254

A A7 was commonly seen. Other answers like fi B0 FVE % T or At 1 BB 7% 707148
57 were irrelevant to the question.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters accurately and to
remind candidates to give thorough answers relating to the questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

Study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content.

Consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms.

Have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions.

Read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions.

Provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient.

o Demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting can not result in any mark.

o Attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The outcome for this year's examination was very positive. It was clear that the candidates and teachers had
understood the requirements of the course very well. Amongst the responses, some candidates chose to
respond to the question in full sentences, using their own words with the details required by the questions.

Looking forward, more attention needs to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when,
where, how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate
answers correctly, especially for Question 8 and Question 11. Some candidates also need to take care
when writing characters to iron out the careless errors in order to maximise their potential.

Comments on specific questions

Questions 1 -5

Excellent performance on Question 4 as a vast majority of the candidates secured the mark. Candidates
were familiar with the key vocabulary BIIHETE in Question 1 and it was easily handled. A few candidates did
not understand 1£## in Question 2 and %! in Question 3 and chose different options. Furthermore,
candidates found £ 4] in Question 5 challenging.

Question 6

The performance in this set of questions was outstanding as they were the best answered questions in the
whole paper. Most of the candidates secured full marks in Questions (a), (b) and (d). Very occasionally
errors occurred on Question (c) as 4749 was less known by the candidates.

Question 7

Very accurate responses were seen in this question. A vast majority of the candidates demonstrated very

good understanding of the vocabulary linked to the weather and local area in Questions (a) and (c). Also,
most candidates secured the mark in Question (b) as they were familiar with the vocabulary /M.
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Question 8
The passage was about how Zhang Li spent her weekend with her mum. Overall, candidates found certain

questions harder than others. A possible solution to improve performance is working on question words and
wider recognition of characters.

(a) All candidates attempted the question, and a lot of candidates understood the question word 114,
.
(b) Candidates handled this question successfully as they were able to identify +/7#f from the

passage. Incorrect answers like 173 were seen.

(c) Most candidates did well in this question. Candidates had clear understanding about the item
bought and the reason given.

(d) The responses were mixed. A good number of candidates secured the mark by giving L Tii i | 1R
% /IMifi whilst others left it blank.

(e) This was the best performed question in this section. A very high percentage of the candidates
secured the mark.

(f) Very strong performance was seen. A few candidates left this blank.

(9) A good number of candidates tackled this question with ease. Some candidates were unfamiliar
with the vocabulary 7b4i. In addition to that, #i£7) 4 was seen and the word #% seemed unknown to
some candidates.

(h) This question was very well answered. Candidates were able to identify the opinions tested in the
question.
Question 9

Candidates tackled this set of multiple matching exercise well. The performance in Question (a) was the
best. Excellent understanding of 1~ I 1£%k% and 4. %%, which enabled the candidates to secure the marks in
Question (b). Candidates were good at identifying that the preposition 5511 was a distractor for /A &1,
therefore, answered Question (c) successfully. However, a few candidates found Question (d) and (e)
challenging as the performance was a bit mixed. A better knowledge of synonyms and antonyms would be
helpful to handle this section.

Question 10

It was good to see that candidates attempted all five questions. Questions (a), (c) and (e) had better
responses than others. Some candidates may not have understood the text on the whole and only tried to
word spot, therefore, not always securing the mark. In Question (b), a common wrong answer was option B
HIRZ 242 as it appeared in the text, but candidates did not notice Z:%f was related to /v 3% rather than
“EJERTH in the question. Question (d) proved to be tricky for quite a number of candidates. It seemed some
candidates answered this question using their own assumptions as 457545 4 T was quite popular answer.

Question 11

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage about Da Lun’s experience about
a dragon boat festival, and to demonstrate their understanding by answering short-answer questions
referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was
presented in the passage. A small number of candidates decided not to attempt certain questions, such as
Questions (f) and (h). Candidates would benefit from attempting to answer these questions rather than
omitting them entirely.

(a) The required key information was #7 il #. Most candidate secured the mark. Typical wrong
answers also included 5:[E and occasionally candidates copied the whole sentence, which did not
award the mark.
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Good responses were seen. A couple of candidates included the extra information SEAAV%H 11 #4
il which caused ambiguity.

Best answered question in the set of questions. Candidates were able to locate the character i in
the passage and answered this question successfully.

Positive responses were seen as able candidates identified the required information K. /&5 H >k
at ease. Less able candidates tended to include the sentence i T JLIX, & T 4417, which was
not awarded a mark.

Some candidates handled this successfully, but some candidates thought ix4¢ /& 2242 8 #3-BA R BA K
was the answer.

Most candidates were able to locate the sentences relating to this question. More able candidates

were able to identify the two piece of key information correctly, whilst less able candidates included
ki 7 ZIM#CKZEK in the answer, which did not show genuine understanding.

A few candidates found this question challenging. The correct answer was F.4~/)Mf. Answers like
P~/ or TN/ were seen.

This last question had very good responses. Some candidates left it blank.

In conclusion, centres should continue to support candidates in writing Chinese characters accurately and to
remind candidates to give thorough answers relating to the questions.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking 03

Key messages

e Centres had generally prepared candidates well for the speaking test. Most Examiners understood the
need to adhere precisely to the script in the Instructions for Teachers/examiners and not to rephrase
any questions.

o  Please carefully read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Instructions for Teachers/examiners that accompany the
candidate cards each year to be fully aware of the requirements of the test.

e Examiners are reminded that it is very important to use the randomisation grid on p14 — 15 of the
Instructions for Teachers/examiners so that candidate cards are correctly and fairly allocated.

e Role plays were conducted well by most Examiners but please be reminded to ask both parts of the
question where applicable and to ask the question exactly as printed.

e In the topic conversations section, some Examiners need to make greater use of extension questions
(e.g. IEHWE ? REESZ Ui — A1 ?) to elicit fuller answers from candidates.

e Examiners are reminded to use the alternative questions provided in Questions 3 — 5 of the topic
conversations only if a candidate does not understand the first version (and repetition) of the question.
The alternative questions should not be asked if the original questions have already been answered.

e  Most Examiners understood the need to ask no more than two further questions of their own if timings
were short on topic conversations.

e  Clerical work was usually very good in centres.

e  The quality of recordings was usually very good.

e Centres are reminded to include the correct number of recordings according to the size of their centre
and to include candidates at the very top and the very bottom of the mark range in the sample. Please
consult the Samples Database to check the required size at www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples

General comments

The Speaking test is intended to be a test of spontaneous communicative ability; candidates should not
know the content of the test beforehand. A wide range of performance was evident across the candidature
and examples of performance at all levels of ability were heard.

Most centres followed the instructions concerning the randomisation grid and understood the need to test
candidates according to the prescribed order of the cards and conversation topics. Centres are reminded it
is very important that the cards are distributed according to the grid provided on pages 14 — 15 in the
Instructions for Teachers/examiners.

Centres had usually prepared candidates well and Examiners were mostly aware of how to conduct the test
efficiently and correctly. Examiners greeted candidates using the prompts provided and nearly all Examiners
read the scenario for the role plays as instructed in Chinese. This is important to set the scene for
candidates.

Role plays were generally conducted well. Examiners are reminded that questions can be repeated (but not
rephrased) once only if the candidate does not answer a question or gives an ambiguous response. It is
important for Examiners to read the role play tasks exactly as printed to ensure that they are not changing
the nature and level of difficulty of the tasks. Examiners are reminded to ask both parts of the question where
applicable unless the candidate has already answered the second part naturally in their first answer.
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For the topic conversations, timings were not always appropriate. These were often too short and, in a few
cases, too long. Some Examiners needed to ask more extension questions (e.g. £ e ? REEZ 1t — 51 ?

) to give candidates the opportunity to develop their answers and go beyond brief or incomplete answers
which do not communicate fully. Candidates need to understand the wordings of these extension questions
so that they know when they need to give more detail.

If a candidate does not understand Questions 3, 4 or 5 in the topic conversations (and a repetition of these
questions), Examiners must ask the alternative question. These alternative questions give candidates
another opportunity to understand the task. Some Examiners asked the alternative questions when the
candidate had already answered the first question clearly, or used the alternative questions as
extension questions. This should be avoided, as it can be confusing for candidates. Some Examiners
went straight to the alternative questions without asking and repeating the original questions, which
disadvantaged candidates, as they could not access the higher Communication bands.

When there was a PAUSE between two questions in the script, most Examiners gave candidates the time to
answer the first question before asking the second one.

Centres are reminded that if a topic conversation lasts 3% minutes or less, even after asking extension
questions, the Examiner must ask up to two further questions of his/her choice on the same topic as the
other questions to make sure that the conversation lasts 4 minutes. The further questions should be asked
after each topic conversation not just at the end of both topic conversations. If the topic conversation still
lasts 372 minutes or less, the Examiner must stop the conversation.

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area at the start of each topic conversation as well as the
transition between each section with a phrase in Chinese e.g. BATHE AT BARGHE— |, fKIFHA],

Clerical checks and sample size

In most centres, the clerical work had usually been completed very efficiently and centres are thanked for
this. It is essential that all clerical work is checked very carefully to ensure that candidates receive the correct
mark. Centres generally understood the requirements of the sample size and samples were nearly always
correct. (Please consult www.cambridgeinternational.org/samples if you are unsure.) Please always
remember to include the work of candidates at the top and bottom of the mark range. Please also ensure the
working mark sheet (WMS) is correctly completed by each Examiner with the candidates’ correct names and
numbers, a record of the role play and topic conversation cards and that it is signed and dated by the
Examiner.

Recording quality

A high proportion of the recordings received were of a very good quality. Thank you to centres for this.
Please check all recording equipment prior to the live exams and before despatching the sample. Please
also try to ensure reasonably quiet conditions for recording to avoid background noise. If an external
microphone has been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than to the
Examiner. The recording should not be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam.
The Examiner, and not the candidate, must introduce the candidate by name and number.

Application of the mark scheme

In the role plays, marks can only be awarded for the set questions. To score 2 marks, an answer may be
brief, but the language should be appropriate to the task, substantially accurate and not be ambiguous in
terms of the message being communicated.

In the topic conversations, when applying the mark scheme for Communication, it is necessary to think
carefully about how well the answers gave the required information and how consistently this was done
across the two topics. Performances where answers convey most of the required information but are brief,
sometimes irrelevant and with little development, would fall into the Satisfactory category. To score marks in
the Very Good descriptor for Communication, candidates need to respond confidently to the original
questions (they should not need the alternative questions), be able to offer consistently relevant information
and to show that they can develop their ideas and opinions, adding relevant detail where necessary and
justifying their answers. In the mark scheme for Communication, the word rephrasing means that the
alternative question has been asked. It should be noted that if conversations are short, candidates could be
disadvantaged as they may not have the opportunity to develop their material. When applying the mark

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education ©2023




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese June 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

scheme for Quality of Language, the key descriptors considered here are the ability to use a range of
structures as listed in the syllabus, and the ability to use a range of appropriate vocabulary. Pronunciation is
also a key descriptor. To score high marks for Quality of Language, candidates need to show control of a
wide range of accurately used language and structures (this can include past and future time frames) as well
as very good pronunciation, fluency, intonation and expression.

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the Examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate, and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for themselves. Most candidates approached the role-plays well with many scoring good
marks. The weakest candidates also showed that they could score marks for partial communication on some
tasks. The first two tasks on each card were of a very factual nature and gave candidates the opportunity to
answer briefly. They did not require longer and more developed answers. Candidates mostly answered these
two opening questions well. On each card, the last three tasks were more challenging and gave candidates
the opportunity to show that they could use past and future time frames correctly and develop their answers
with opinions and simple explanations. A useful technique for candidates to adopt in the 10-minute
preparation time is to think very carefully about useful vocabulary and structures which could occur in their
given role play scenario.

In Card 1, task 1, weaker candidates found it difficult to answer £z ? how far? In task 3, some candidates

were not able to produce an answer for . . A4 FItkIH 75 ? what fun/interesting places? In task 5,

weaker candidates found it difficult to understand the word i city or were not able to give the name of
another city in China.

In Card 2, most tasks were answered well. In task 1, weaker candidates did not always understand the word
Nk homework and some forgot to add a measure word before the word hour in their answer. Some
candidates did not understand the keyword ;&3] activity in task 4.

In Card 3, task 2, some candidates did not understand ¥ city. In task 3, the question word £ A& ? how

long? proved challenging to some candidates. It was pleasing to see this year that the noun %L present
was better understood.

In Card 4, tasks were generally answered competently. Weaker candidates struggled with the task 1
question fRMA L%, . ? from what time?

In Card 5, task 1, some candidates were not able to give a place within the school . . EZREIMT LA, .
where in the school ..?

In Card 6, questions were generally answered well. In task 5, weaker candidates were not always able to
state why they thought doing sport was important or not.

In Card 7, In task 2, some candidates were not able to state some of the activities people did at Spring
Festival. In task 5, weaker candidates did not understand =7 H festival.

In Card 8, questions were generally answered well. In task 4, weaker candidates did not understand {/R/|MNf
%A 2 5984 ? What other animals did you have when you were younger?

In Card 9, questions were generally answered well. In task 2, weaker candidates did not understand i
facilities. In task 4, several candidates did not understand the noun &7 season.

Topic conversations

Examiners are reminded to introduce the topic area in Chinese just before the start of each conversation.
The first three topics were based on one of the sub-topics of Areas A and B as listed in the syllabus. The last
four topics were taken from one of the sub-topics in Areas C, D or E of the syllabus. All these sub-topics
were familiar to candidates and a full range of performance was seen with each conversation having its
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easier and more challenging questions. The first two questions in each conversation were closed and
straightforward in nature and were set at an easier level to start off the conversation. They could be
answered briefly and with factual language, although stronger candidates took the opportunity to give more
developed responses containing relevant details. The final three questions on each card were more open
and required candidates to communicate relevantly in past and future time frames. Each topic conversation
also gave candidates the opportunity to express opinions and develop where possible their reasons for their
opinions.

Topic 1 Transport In Question 1, weaker candidates often answered with their parents’ occupation rather
than answering how their parents got to work. The word XX £ parents was not always understood.
Question 2 was generally answered well. In Question 3, weaker candidates often required the alternative

question as they did not understand #F4t / #4t advantage/disadvantage. In Question 4, weaker candidates

did not understand £ JJ; experience so needed the alternative questions. Question 5 was understood well
but some candidates were not able to explain why they wanted/did not want to learn to drive in future.

Topic 2 Family The first question was answered well and many candidates elaborated on who was in their
family. Question 2 proved challenging to weaker candidates who did not understand the word 4%
character. In Question 3 several candidates did not pick up the need to use a past time frame f#id have
done. Additionally weaker candidates did not understand the phrase Hil#I;E3) interesting activity and
needed the alternative question. Questions 4 and 5 were generally answered well by most candidates

Topic 3 Leisure time Questions 1 and 2 were generally answered well by most candidates. In

Question 3, some candidates confused W_t online with Bzt evening. However, after repetition of the
question they were able to comprehend what was needed. In Question 4 several candidates did not pick up
on the need to use a past time frame. In Question 5, weaker candidates did not always understand the word
&) activity.

Topic 4 Technology Most candidates answered the first 2 questions well. In Question 3, some candidates
did not pick up on the future time frame verb $T& to plan. Moreover weaker candidates did not always
understand the word J& >R weekend but could respond to the alternative question. Question 4 was answered
well by most candidates but as in previous questions, weaker candidates often required the alternative

question as they did not understand ¥4t / ¥4t advantage/disadvantage. Question 5 proved challenging to

some candidates who did not understand {F%k to pay. Some candidates were not able to give a reason as to
why they like/do not like paying for things with a phone.

Topic 5 Education In Question 1, weaker candidates found it hard to understand the word i£#% course.
Question 2 was generally answered well. In Question 3, some candidates did not pick up on the future time
frame verb ¥T# to plan. In Question 4 as in previous questions, weaker candidates often required the

alternative question as they did not understand #¥4t / #4t advantage/disadvantage. Question 5 proved

challenging for a number of candidates who did not understand the phrase 23 #7155l school exchange
visit. Many answered with a school activity. Weaker candidates did not pick up on the past time frame.

Topic 6 The international world Questions 1 and 2 were generally answered well by most candidates. In
Question 3, some candidates could not give examples of how they learn languages. Question 4 proved
challenging for several candidates; the key words S X 4 i 15 12 visiting sites of interest and 224 i souvenirs
were not always understood. In the alternative question, weaker candidates did not often understand {1 2. i
7 what places? In Question 5, candidates were not always able to clearly explain the advantages and
disadvantages of travel.

Topic 7 The world of work candidates could generally answer Questions 1 and 2 satisfactorily. In
Question 3, weaker candidates were not always able to articulate why working at home or office was
preferable. In Question 4, many candidates did not understand the word X T. voluntary work and did not
pick up on the need for a past time frame. In Question 5, weaker candidates struggled with the question

word 2 FEfI N ? what type of person?
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing 41

Key messages

e Avoid using pinyin (and English) particularly for Question 1.

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2 and
Question 3.

e A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and the completion of task for Question 3.

e Read the scenario carefully for Question 3, answer all the questions and pay attention to different time
frames.

e Ifataskis ‘What housework did you do last time?’ and the candidate answers ‘I did lots of housework’
(and nothing else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

General comments

This is the second year that the new syllabus and mark scheme has taken place, therefore a majority of
candidates were familiar with Question 1. There were a number of impressive performances from centres.
Some candidates used complex structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which
demonstrates their linguistic ability was improving.

Even though the format in Question 1 has been changed, apart from gap 2 ‘a good aspect of your
personality’ which seemed a bit challenging, all other gaps were well managed with proper words from the
core vocabulary list due to the topics e.g. job application were common and familiar to candidates.

The numbers of candidates significantly increased this year and the overall quality of work from candidates
on Questions 2 and 3 has improved from last year. It was pleasing to see that some candidates wrote notes
either in English or Chinese next to each question to make sure communication marks were well achieved.
The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work and
this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions
and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the
usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Candidates should be reminded that if they write
significantly fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible and both English, pinyin and numerical digits e.g. 6 =. 3 <.
5 A 8 B. Z# 4 should be avoided.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the points
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to use
the recommended word count. Letter or email format, long openings and ending greetings are not essential
which could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for applying a summer job. Most of the candidates were able to fill the
gaps with ease. There were plenty good and easy answers for all the gaps except gap 2 ‘a good aspect of
your personality’. Handful candidates misunderstood #& % which was on last year paper in 42 which was
another variation as for 41.

Forgap 1 ¥ #4694k, majority of the candidates wrote jobs without mistakes, e.g. £ /7. %7 K. A
VEAE BRI, BeA, EIF. ZF. RFR. BHEER. 2 E etc.; some candidates included a verb in
their answers e.g. £ %&/T T, ok, BIEM T/E, & F A, #3&iER etc. were accepted, but centres
should remind candidates that no verbs are needed in Question 1.

Gap 2 447495 & seemed challenging to candidates though able candidates produced many impressive
answers, e.g. A#. FH. EXRFRE. KRTHA. AE. RW. A, AE. RE. LEF. MG, Ao,
K7 dBEER, RAZTEL, 2R, AL, 23, AEIR. #EZ4F etc. However, k4. £A&4F could
not gain marks.

Compared to the two tasks above, gap 3 + 4 were very well answered with different languages. Most of the
candidates provided different languages like ¥ X. &i&. Xi&. kiE. ¥ki&. ®IEFTE etc. Some of
answers were not accurate such as 1%, and some characters were not written accurately with some
strokes missing or adding extra strokes.

For last task gap 5 places, the majority were able to write a working place, e.g. £4£. 4. EIZ or a city -t
. . L& oracountry P E. E£E. KE. LkBHE etc. which all qualified for a mark.

Accuracy of characters generally was good, however, there were several common mistakes. They were
either adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with a similar phonetic sound.
Centres could train their candidates to avoid the similar mistakes for future exams. The common mistakes
were listed below:

1. mis-formed characters creating different meanings: £ (Jf) . 4TH3E, AH. £k (k) K
2. missing radicals: & (3%) H. £ (k&) &, L& (&)

Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination, e.g. ¥ guo. fan dian
etc. have not been awarded marks and so this practice should be avoided.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their Sundays. Most of the candidates fully understood
the requirements of the question and responded very well to it. The best candidates were not only able to
understand rubrics and to answer the bullet points to fulfil the communication aspect, but also were able to
use their linguistic knowledge accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for both simple and complex
sentence structures by using linking words. They were able to provide consistently relevant information and
opinions. Some of them tried to extend each task with extra details.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well and answers like Z #i X & —Ax -7 _L /L &4 /& were good enough
to qualify for a mark. Some candidates consistently provided extra information, e.g. iX tb-F 8% — & JLE A A
21— 3%) 2 ) A K& _E 5 which pushed the marks to the top band. Some candidates included the question
word JU in their answers £\ JL %42 &k which caused confusion.

The majority were very familiar with the food topic, so they could respond to bullet point 2 very well with
extended information, e.g. &K-FR"C @&, "BF45; KBBLREIFLGFIR, A@E, OF, KRELFEHT.

Many candidates wrote several interesting places for bullet point 3, e.g. £33 . MK, 4r3k/T etc. On the
other end of the spectrum, a few candidates might not understand the question word k& and they listed a
few of the activities, e. g. 47T K., A ¥ without mentioning places, so sadly lost marks.
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Bullet point 4 were very well answered with popular activities like &4, & K. A8, Bk etc. X, &
. 4L were also often seen.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the question word i and wrote accurate answers for bullet point 5.
However; a few candidates did not use the future time frame which was showed in the question and used
past time phrases, e.g. EANZ# X, thus, communication had not been clearly achieved. Centres should
advise candidates to be more vigilant to the tense in Question 2, in which there is always a question in the
future time frame and candidates should distinguish past time phrases and future time phrases and patrticles,
e.g.4. %, 47H etc., also include them in their answers, e.g. & F A~ Z & = K 09 11 A —A 5L,

To score the top band for Question 2, candidates need to include details. Therefore, even though some
candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as they needed to expand their
answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in
the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates felt restricted by the notion of 80 — 100 characters and did not demonstrate their full
capabilities, which could be observed by crossed sentences which could have made the essay much more
interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will
affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

There were plenty good examples for each task, e.qg:

KREPRAWFHLFERE — I, KHF LT L3+ — 5,
O RMILAA &, RERFIFL, ARERME F.
B TR A —REBADERD, iR LL,
REFCEE, BT, BF, FFE%
RFHOITRER, BT ARA IRITF G F 4K,
EEELERAEENBE Y, EEE S R AL hih e E R,
o REXEHNA, BAHEFTEWMMELLASE,

In contrast, there were some areas which need to be improved:
Grammar:

e Wrong words order: £t 5EREE; TNLHFh P FH; KRS LIRS EH

e Use of &£ with adjectives: &M RELA—N&; KREMRARLFTRE

e Use of wrong words or word missing: iX ™2 &89 lk, RIERGFTE; RFEFELER: RETAE
e Misuse of #.: & Fm 4 89 R 4L & 49 I A3t

e Misuseof T: NERRLFT . KABBFFEETEIANANAE

e Mixedtenses: EANZ R K AR P HEZINNE

e  Misuse of 4: RIGBL KT ELNRE

Characters and words:

e Candidates should spend time practising simple common characters such as: %. ®. 7. 1.
Fa, MR RF. P AB. ER. AL AL AFF ete.

e Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: £ & X % % % Lundon; XA &f1& —A> dianying; &4 7 you
young.

e Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: & -F& L ¥ Z 498K ;
KERLHE () 85 () ; KEX R) KWEHR; &FEPHH; KT (R) BR R) KT
A ftE (R) REBA; BN L) ARE G&) ; AR (BA) AW EERERE; &F
*5) *

e  Proper words not used despite of understandable meanings: &-F%&rc % (8) . &&a (49) ZMRKK
T: ZPARRZTeF B, KbRFMA (R) #HE—%; &AFFEABRER (FKR)

e  Careless mistakes and missing some characters: #A1 X ; KAk T&; KaZH—+£%F
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Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there were two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandpa talking about a new mobile phone that you recently received;
(b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about your views of doing housework. The option (a) was
popular than (b), around 25 per cent of the candidates opted for (b) since the word for doing housework # %
% only appeared last year. The majority could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of detail and
link ideas effectively with appropriate connectives.

(a) New mobile phone
Completion of the tasks

The maijority covered the required information, also provided additional and detailed information which was
relevant to the bullet points. The weight of task completion was 10, so candidates learnt experience from last
year and were aware that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and explanations to reach
the top band.

Some candidates were confused about question words in task 1 A+ Z # and task 4 & 2 4. In some good
essays, to answer 1+ 4 #, candidates described what it physically looked like, including type, brand, size,
colour and so on, but & 2 ## is to ask for comments, so able candidates answered with ¥ &. A A. F1Z.
A&, dF. AKHF. &%, many of them discussed the advantage and disadvantage of this mobile
phone.

Question words for task 2 ‘who’, task 3 ‘why’ and task 5 ‘how many years’ did not cause issues to complete
the tasks. B4, £&. X&. MA. BARKGAE D, KFRXFHIF. K FHIART etc. were the most
popular answers. However, some candidates misunderstood 4 #£ ‘what it looks like’ as /& 4 #‘what do
you think of this mobile phone’, so they did not describe its physical appearance, but went straight to
opinions, e.g. 2= . &% M. Tt etc.

There were almost no irrelevant essays for 3(a) due to the familiarity of the topic. Elaborating and expanding
the answers is important to achieve good marks. Some good examples are listed below.

o KE|FAAIE, KRFFOCHIAET .
o BRIFELLEETAHB, RIT—ARFSHAR,
BREFEINFMRZET, 27048 H, C©TAITRE, AAR. FIF5FF,

o HKRARERLE, AXNMAAR, BEFTIER,

o BARUGIARKRERMME, 122N FHKL ARG %

o  INFMAITHASNF, KBRECHINRT.

o EANFMET XM, KRTARAC AN F R —ABE L,

o  FMLETUMIKLZF, el AMNITRE, AR EZLHEMNEBERET.
Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appear in the candidates’ work.
This year it appeared common to see that some complex connectives had been used such as: & & ---12 & -+,
TAg ey Boeeey E R e BT A BRT RSN, /i, BRI, 4=k, accurately used #k, 2|, if,
A %A which again has shown their high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g.

o HARKRBRBFIE A LA IFILTST.

o BIANAFMEATHARS ZFRACHRFTE, FFEA, BHLERKRKIGFH,

o BEAKRALENFRGHLELZFRE —, FIABBIT I FNL K.

o XRFHMRMREE, ®EHZANEB K RACEYY, AINSFHMBBRITE, CHEMLRS,
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Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates
wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalized in this category.

There were some areas could be improved, e.g:

Characters: &% (k) | RR (k%) . A& (8) . & (9) A, #itp (4) A, 3x GR) #E., ER
Gk BEE (£) L 3L ()

Grammar:

e  Mixed past tense and future tense particle: £ & &9#F#., LITHERATEFT .

e  Mixed up words: & 49F#2 apple #49,

e Use #= to link adjectives or sentences: XANFHLRIFAH B TR ERFTIFRARLE; AFFAT
HLfe R AR 69 KA

e Wrong measure words: iX A~F#u & 47 5 F va A~

e Wrong words order: £ATH A AL ~F; KN EE LK FI=F7T; K2HRKGEA

e Use of £ with adjectives: & 49 F AR ; XEFRBIFAREA & E. FHUETLF

e Misuses of verbs or function words: & T A3 % KA M A ; ATUURS EFFH; RARGEA

e  Misplace adverbial modifier and attribute: 4= R & A K693 Fh5 5] @&, HABBiLXEDS,; KT
HUAR XIF 3 XA R

e Misuse X tolink 2 nouns: XAFMX G & XL E

e Misuse of adjectives: &89 & & B KX TR KA FH; KITH AR D F

e  Misuse of nouns: #41 Al K % &9 %

e Misuse T: ENARAETHRAAER

(b) House work
Completion of the tasks

# % % was newly added to the syllabus last year and a quarter of candidates opted in. For the candidates
who chose this option, they had enough ideas to complete the tasks with their true experience. However,
some candidates spotted & and interpreted ¥ %- as family or home. Response like: 2%, —#&MA LMK
% B KRR 4 AR fang 12 B A & A48 & ¥ % etc. were not acceptable.

Task 1 ‘who does housework normally at your house’ was answered very well even for some weak
candidates. Candidates were also familiar with the task 2 question word ‘when was the last time you did
housework’ but some of them had written dates like — A 22 H or with present tense adverbs % % . 2%,

eg. RERBMESFHAZMNF 2B K LRMESHALNER etc. which cannot be awarded marks.

For the task 3, a handful of candidates misunderstood #f# as where #FJ)L and produced sentence like £ Lt
Kk E, £ILFEEKS sothey could not gain marks.

Task 4 was asking your parents’ opinion about the housework you have done, there were some interesting
comments, the majority of them were positive and occasionally with negative comments, e.g. f&%F. f&kBe.
fF &, &% 7. However, some candidates wrote their own opinions by mistake, e.g. &t /FM& & . KT
«s. Centres should advise their candidates to read the questions with more care and try to use the sentence
patterns from the questions as a starting point.

Some candidates might not feel it was very easy to give reasons for task 5 due to the limitation of their
vocabulary even though they understood the question. =T VAAFrLa9iR ., #H B & E4545 . iLBBKE. UBE
AR, EXFFE2. aTRMA T, #ER etc. were perfect answers and the words are in the latest
syllabus.
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Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However,
if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the
question), a maximum of 4 for Range would be awarded. If the words count was significantly less than the
recommended length, the capping system would be applied. Therefore, reading the options and annotating
the questions before writing out the essay are important stages in the exam.

However, there were some very good examples below:

o IARARBREREMAANDE AL, MT EFHEHOFE, e BRENH., ARRFF.
o  BWMAFETLHERMET /T, BRL TR EE, RIEFF,

o RIAAPFAMESTHETE, BAHXRELFHFANTIES,

o MEHSREZHENRAXIHEEIMT KRB LENRES

o [BRRRXEHTIFRMHALHIGANTH, WELLHH,

Range

It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: & #X----- A8 ee; AAeeeeee
W s REy 698ME; VUG BA - BTVAeeee; IR T o498, 4L/i%--; H4e; which again has shown their
high linguistic ability.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g. A1, &/ . ML, &KH.
Pe ¥k . 4B Hk etc. Some sentence structures were really impressive e.g.

o MM HARKE G B,
WRABT I EA, f LT 20, RHEALA R RS,

o  RARIEFFL, ERKFAHNZHN,
o XHFIMFHZZEFHRNRS RN, FIELATHES.

o PFAFAMESMERRENZHFRALTAFE LB A BHRIOAL
o EZAINZMAMES, TAZMRATF M.

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3 (b) did well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above examples.
However, some areas could be improved:

Characters:
T CR) &, F (F) &, 97 (B A 7 % (GR) RIR. & (B&) B, FH®R (4K)
Grammar:

e  Mixed tenses: & LXK 5 2 AR

e  Mixed Pinyin, English with character: /& lei. xin &

e Words order: 4% 7 B /& &L K49 K

e Anglicised structures: & /% X4F X XA ; KRS ER

e Use of £ with adjectives: # %, £4F3t. ZMEE

e Use #= to link two sentences or clauses: #& 7 Z

e Misuse X tolink 2 nouns: /& & K —Ax X 4848 LMK %

e Missing verb: 2 #iw9 K A=didn ¥ 4

e Misuse of 1&: b R 45/ E &

e Misuse the conjunction words and linking words: & T # K %, & EANBERET A E AT AT EER
e Misunderstood words: & fe= & # % 89 K 52 £ FR A HARIFG DA SSEHE
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FOREIGN LAONGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing 42

Key messages

e Avoid using pinyin (and English) particularly in Question 1.

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2.

e Asignificantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect the
completion of task for Question 2 and Question 3.

o Read the scenario carefully for Question 2 and Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay
attention to different time frames.

e Ifataskis ‘What have you learnt?’ and the candidate answers ‘| have learnt a lot (of things)’ without any
details, then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

o Similarly for 3 (b), if a task is ‘What is the advantage/disadvantage of eating vegetarian food?’ and the
candidate answers ‘there are many (or big) advantage/disadvantage of eating vegetarian food (and
nothing else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion. The same principle
for 3 (b) task 1, ‘What vegetarian food have you had?’, if the answer is merely ‘| had many (or one)
vegetarian food’, then they do not meet the criteria of ‘gives detailed information and explanations’.

General comments

This is the second year that the new syllabus and mark scheme have taken place, candidates performed
better than the previous year in general especially for Question 2 and 3. There were a number of excellent
performances from centres in the South East Asian regions. Some candidates used complex structures and
difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrates their linguistic ability is higher than the level
that GCSE requires.

However, the vast majority found Question 1 very challenging with a minority achieving full marks.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 have been improved from the previous
year. The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work
and this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of
expressions and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the
accuracy of the usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. There was no need for candidates to count the number
of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), since some were restricted
by the notion of 80 — 100 characters and did not really demonstrate their capabilities, which could be
observed by crossed out sentences which could have made the essay much more interesting and fuller. It
should be remembered that a composition requires a certain number of words to address all the bullet points
in the question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less
varied essay will not be awarded as many marks as one with greater variety and interest. However,
candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150
characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the
highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters
should be used as often as possible and both English, numerical digits and pinyin should be avoided.
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Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the bullet
points and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to
use the recommended word count. Letter or email format with long openings and ending greeting is not
essential which could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word counts.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form about volunteering work, in which they must provide information of
gender, places where the volunteers work, means of transport that the volunteers use, and which holiday the
volunteers will plan to do the volunteering work. Most of the candidates were able to respond to which place

the volunteers work for, such as, ‘5. 2 AlZ. #~E%. IKILIZ. ERE. sh4E. A7 etc. which
seemed to suggest candidates understanding what X T was, however, many candidates were not able to
respond to Question 1 which asks the candidates to write what gender (1% %) the volunteer is, even though
M | is on the vocabulary list in the new syllabus. The answers to the questions varied due to

misinterpretation or misunderstanding the word P4 %] as 4&. E 4 or 4% even though that is on the
form.

In addition, 3L i 7 &, were the most challenging words which are on the vocabulary list in the new syllabus,
and some candidates misunderstood as 438 7 X, so words like K ®-F 4, TR IE. HLP L. @R
F#U etc. appeared in the answers. However, for candidates who understood the task wrote some

meaningful answers e.g. A4 %, AR E, B E, L, Wik, A%, FAITE. ¥etc.

For gap 5 "F/ME#A, many candidates demonstrated understanding of the meaning, and responded with
valid type of holidays e.g. £/8. ZB. AB. FEHB. AFHHE. TAHAEAT. AT, FA+T=A
a9 EA. F LR etc. Some time expressions e.g. Z#i><. ZHH . FEHAAMBE. LR, IR have
been accepted. However, centres should encourage candidates to write the appropriate holiday words from
the syllabus and avoid using numerical numbers e.g. 2023 “F 5 F 4 H as answers.

A handful of candidates misunderstood gap 5 as =" JL and wrote places. Candidates should revise the
core vocabulary list in the syllabus before the exam since the characters in the questions all come from it.

Besides many positive performances, there were several common mistakes when writing words about
means of transport, places and holidays. They were either adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical
or using a character with a similar phonetic sound. The mistakes listed below are in the brackets.

AL

For example: ;4% (A.-very common mistake) . B #4148 (&, &) . » (1) (n) « Bl (A) .
AR (B, B, #, ) B8 (F) | (R) B (R LR (R) £, A (A) 1. »t
() A (R) £, 3 (F) F. % () Retc.

Candidates should be aware that answers written in Pinyin, in English or a combination, e.g. B 4 guan. fan
J&. hanf&. xin-*Fetc. have not been awarded marks should be avoided.
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Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about a shop that they like including information about where
the shop is located; when the shop is open; who often goes to the shop; how the shop looks and what they
will buy next time. Most of the candidates fully understood the requirements of the question and responded
very well to it. The best candidates were not only able to understand rubrics and to weave all the bullet points
into the writing to fulfil the communication aspect, but also were able to use their linguistic knowledge
accurately on character writing, vocabulary, for both simple and complex sentence structures. However,

there were a few high-ability candidates who did not achieve full marks due to their answers lacking in details,
despite possessing a high level of language proficiency.

On the other end of the spectrum, some candidates could not fully achieve the top band in responding to
bullet point 4. A candidate only provided what the shop has, such as & /& 4 45, they did not meet the
requirement of the question without providing any descriptive words.

Centres should remind their candidates to read the scenario which has an English translation apart from
Chinese characters with more care since some candidates wrote their favourite restaurant instead of a shop.

Bullet point 1: the vast majority did very well and answers like XN B AR KB @, ML, £+
w, ARGFR. HERE L were fine. Some were very impressive with & & Kk, £ 5K B 54750
T, AREROABHALANDRFIA, AKRKAHKIEF 7712 etc. However, some candidates focused
on other tasks and sadly missed this one.

The majority could respond to bullet point 2 albeit many still got the word order wrong, e. g. 7L & L F 17
putting morning before 9 o’clock or ‘& 7 I 1\ &4 X. Good details were AN J& -Fi+-F L/ & F 1T, {2
ARRLEF, NERHFINT; BEREH—22IA NS, 22 2]/ EFF FF45. Some
candidates wrote a character 7L like a question word JL or including JU in the answer, e.g. \JL &7 ]
which affected communication.

Candidates were doing very well for bullet point 3 about who often goes there though some candidates
missed the word % % . Centres should advise candidates to follow the sentence structures on the task then
extend their answers with detail to avoid missing points. Family members, friends, candidates were the
popular answers and characters were written accurately.

However, for the bullet point 4 “how the shop looks’ posed a challenge for quite a few candidates. Some
just simply wrote % /& 2 45 without describing words. Able candidates did not only describe the shop, but
also extended to the shop assistants or different products in the shop. Most common answers such as 7 /&
K. AT, BE. HEMSCHRIR, RARYE, BRFFIES T4, RMHst, AL EHY
A, AEIZE. More advanced candidates used & 4% R #ARJEH F 1. A AL, RAE. #HHF. Bk
Fe RIP K. AW EM R T S, LA S ANEFEILB ete. to support their justifications.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the questions word {14, and wrote accurate answers for bullet
point 5, e.g. T X &4 kK FE@eLF=/KE. Some able candidates wrote justifications with details to score top
marks, e.g. T —RREENMELEFHRIKR, BAHFREDT; T—Kk, RSFINREEZ BT, 1A
BB e A B ALY, TR, REEFNEEBLEE, ABRWBLEECEMRBT, HRAKIT

However; a few candidates did not understand T’k and & which are all for future time frame and mixed
them up with past tense particle 7 in one sentence, e.g. T RKXEEH/EFE T H4 KT thus,
communication had not been clearly achieved. Some candidates used all present tense for all the tasks
including bullet point 5, e.g. &% Rk & £#F. Centres should advise candidates to follow the sentence
structures on the tasks and not omit the future time frame word T X and particle & in their answers.

There is a new mark scheme for Question 2, to score the top band, candidates need to include details.
Therefore, even though some candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as
they needed to expand their answers and to provide a level of detail.
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Candidates should be reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points,
they should be more careful of looking at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any
parts or the questions words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in

the correct place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates were restricted by the notion of 80 — 100 characters and did not really demonstrate their
capabilities, which was also observed by crossed out sentences which could have made the essay much
more interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count
will affect the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

It is commendable this year that some candidates used excellent connective words to structure complex
sentences, in addition to incorporating adjectives effectively. There were plenty good examples for each task,

e.g:

Use of Conjunctions and conjunctive patterns/adverbial phrases:

g I ABARAR T, SCARATF

B MR K, mERER.

RMBEERRELR, T—2AFRNof L L,
AILEY e R XK AFIER, SOYIRELA Y EN Ao
TREREFNMEFLIRARAANFRER T,
EABEERERE, FTAXRTUAH AT £ 4,
BEMARFIETESED, BABMEARLH.
ATRBENMEEZETD, BA=S4 TRk,
EANTJEHFRF LI EFHAT],

BB BRI, 2R &AW,

Good adjectives/ describing the shop/idioms:

2. TF. B RBRATIR, AARKIR ., AEHRMEE, RS RRALR, BEGOR THRFEAIF. 5

L4 09 SORAT X R RIR

A2 4 5o % 1FIE AIRTE S EL,

BABERARA, &XEHFORIFRLAA

BB EALANE, TR,

AR E G TAEA R IEF AL

BABJE R BA BB RAT ), 2HERTO,
AL BB AW, WHKS L,

AT B RIEFRIF, R FLRETF L,

RAEAFENTE BB AET

RER+o9AE, RTBA

BAE B R @ART %

EAEE IR T

TR JERA Lo

BABEIEFEKR, MAAZFEHYE, KRR, LARX, RERXREE,
RRE B A5 F R, LK B 8o bf ik,

X 1) e dE T 9T VAR AIE F AR

KAFAATJE B IR T, RIFeL, LIRS RARRIT, RAE
BB BAL AR, E%HIA,

Detailed information:

RO EMAR —ANAJE. BENFALR—ANE, SaH—FHRN%,
EABJEHERTF X a1, 2R RABIGITIE, IAHERFI.

B BRI FAR, BAZRAZH, N ELRET EAPEF0 > ik,

BEWHEHEZANGHE Ko

KA IG—A £, —AREHE LI,
HEREFTEFN, B ELEL X,
BARERAAN A R FAIE— S DT JE .
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o TAHRAEINLFE &AL AT B &R
o IATBAREML, REEABENSNEGLIBIL,
o REMBE—ATE, WAEERGEL,

o KEARHERE =+ H A EAZIET KA,

On the contrast, there were some areas which need to be improved:
Grammar:

e Incorrect word order: B /& FFITA &; B/EETFEFIT: BEMA M) ARG K, LTS LT &k
RAERFAGE; REPERBIE; AELELARE; REERSZBOUERE; CHMORIRA R £ 694 KK
2. ARTHERAAREE, AMEBTERETE 5 KREEFLUWHIRIR; RFTFENEZ—RKOMA; &
MEREAEIRL; BERELDGNBREAGEI, AETARIEFRG T, MAFEA LA K
R XREAFINEFLESE, IANRAEETEHRNE:; RERFPLAIFELEN; BERATHARIRA
AR

e Use of &£ with adjectives: XAHBEAKK; ZIEK; Ra&; BERLRAIN; AELEW; RWAH
B, BERAK

e Use #= tolink two sentences or clauses: Bk T4 feEm; IAFEARIF K BAHIARZALT F=
AAT o< BT B EH RS @ 1T ZMART T BB AT 3 A e 89 IR 5 R 3 B AVARATF ;L] 7
JERKT AL @AR T4 BERELNGNEA LAY NEIN; BEERTFLENEF I foie L+ 5 %1

e Useofadverb #u: #&F X+ =517, LxF2H

e  Misuse of location: 5 J& 3 i f& & 89 524

o Useof verbs: B & AARIFL; CMNAEKRME; PERANBAN;, REFBLKF

e Useof measure word: A FTREE=ZARR; XA—ANE; —THeE,; —BEHE

o Useof T: TRAFXTIREL; RUELEMEELETH RN, KTAREETHOL; KT RENEZHGIHEE
THR; IANAFEET

e Misuse idioms: # ¥+ & % a9 RIk; BB EZAALANE

Characters and words:

e Mixture of characters, Pinyin and English: & & /£ & 5 & 4 pang bian. A1k % ge # ge F a9 LK, FFF
pian yi. &A1 tong & chi —XE %

e Misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape, not proper words used
despite guessable meanings: R (FR) NB B A% (L) LA, & (A) &, BEZKK (FF) ALAE,
£ (E) A, 2T ) R 2. AT D A (&) #A (&) F (B L # () F. % (
) v H (A 4. 247 (B . BEUE) . THEARERAE (A4, FLEu (L) 571, %4 G
VEROD S AEALEGE . &N FE F (B) FLOL£ () T XKRAER (R) &Y
FHk G ABABRT. A&RWN® (F) 4. 72 () . MAFEIN (JF) #rE. AT kit
M) L AFAF (B R () o ZA (D) & R GF) L EKR (R

e Use of English words for the name of the shop or the location. It is not encouraged to write English
words in the Mandarin writing exam. Candidates should be encouraged to try to use alternatives, e.g. @
J& 7% B instead of % /& £ LA.

Question 3

There are two options for candidates to choose from: (a) to write an email to a friend talking about a teaching
experience that they recently had, (b) to write an article for a magazine, talking about vegetarian food. The
option 3(a) was extremely popular, a familiar topic related to candidates than 3(b), thus vast majority

(87 per cent) attempted 3(a), whereas 3(b) was less popular choice which may due to the word % & is only
appeared in the new syllabus recently. However, candidates who chose 3(b) normally showed very good
language proficiency in content, range and accuracy.

(a) Teaching
Completion of the tasks

The majority did not only cover the required information, but also provided additional and detailed information
which was relevant to the bullet points. The bullet points were noted and helped candidates structure the
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essay well. Due to task completion accounting for 10 marks now, candidates should give detailed
information, opinions/reactions and explanations to reach the top band. For example, bullet point 1 was ‘what

have you taught him/her?’, if the candidate answered %t T #./k % A& & and nothing else, it did not meet
the criteria for the top band of task completion. Similar cases for bullet point 4, %5 2| 7% (#%) did
not count as completing the tasks.

Centres should remind their candidates to include enough information or a wide range of sentence structures
in their answers, not just merely answer the questions. It is frustrated to see the following answers could not

score the top band though the candidate understood the tasks without problem. For example, 4% 7 # 4L 5
, MFFRR, RERA IR KGN A. RFETEAFC, RABEARELEIF, BHHKREHFER
M o

In other aspects, there was some misinterpretation of Question 3a. Some candidates wrote an email to
candidates they taught instead of their friends. Others misunderstood the bullet point 4 ‘what you have
learned from your teaching experience’. The candidates responded with what they have learned in general,
such as they have learned various subjects, or that they have studied up to which year group.

Most of the candidates managed to complete all tasks albeit not all with the required level of detail. It was
frustrating to see some strong candidates fail to give enough details to secure full marks despite giving
accurate information for each point. Elaborating and expanding the answers is important to achieve good
marks. Some good examples are listed below.

Candidates were more familiar with questions words this year. For bullet point 1, many subjects had been
mentioned, e.g. 5. #%. & X. & & etc., amongst which, % L. ¥ L were the most popular ones.

For bullet point 2, candidates should write about ‘how he/she learnt’ after the writer taught him/her, but some
candidates wrote ‘how the learner did in that subject(s) before the writer taught’. Candidates used the words

and structures in the syllabus and provided many interesting opinions and describing words, e. g. 5 /F/&k .
RFF. fRFo, BRE A RORE, RBEHF T BRI, FEARTS, RAGFXFFF. 53
& % etc. However, a few candidates misunderstood as ‘how to learn /& 4 52’, answered like # 7 1k % % )
R, —AUF R — A MAE L which sadly cannot be awarded marks for task 2 without opinion words.

For bullet point 3 and 5, the majority could give valid reasons and used & # structures. & # #e% 8K 89 % % ;
BALEC LT, KIBIBIN A GILT; REBRELKR;, KA LHEDAEENFE, RERRIEZT—
#2535 efc.

For bullet point 4, the question structure 5% 2| T was a bit challenging, but able candidates still produced
interesting answers, e.g. & A%/ IZ T A8 ; HAAGIE, AT ELRAREF ), KFETE RN,
BRI, RFEATEAAMS; FHTRLRE, L3 7T AWRAL; WFAES LS T 2R
which showed their maturity.

On the other end of the spectrum, some misunderstood the bullet point 4 ‘what you have learned from your
teaching experience’. The candidates responded with what they have learned in general, such as they have

learned various subjects, or that they have studied up to which year group, e.g. K5 7 @& ; KF T +¥F

FF4.

In Question 3, there were still a considerable number of candidates who wrote very long and elaborate
introductions and endings to their emails. It is recommended to keep greetings as short as possible which
would leave more time to candidates to write more useful content in the examination. On the other hand,

writing general opening and ending formalities, e.g. ‘¥ A XA MK EMRGIZ T o M HRIFD? R =Y
S RBAZIFG? ARG REE, B F42F !’ which could be pre-learnt and did not attribute much to
the final scores.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However,
if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the
question), a maximum of 4 for Range would be awarded. If the words count was significantly less than the
recommended length, the capping system would be applied.
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There were plenty good examples for each task, e.g:

BEAMT P LT HEE, BARGEGBEEK KGFEEFE RS,

R TF45 H bt R, BRARMFIFILERE, BRe—A%H, KA.

—FH a9, MR EILNEZFELILE,

R IER LS, w3 MR ALARE S

tedEF H, GAMEREH

M2 3] A6 /) ARSKF, FAFARM,

M2 3] 0 3R AEF bR

=R TAFE TARELE RN T — 5.

MR — A INNAANF S, L+ o5 BT RegiE, ZF— S =/,

AT A BRI A LIRAR AARIEANGGFE AR,

Z I ARBI T 5], REA N EZAREWGZT, B ERAHFFERR, Bk— 2 RER.
MR —FRGFE, LREERNF S,

MR RFAETHNFEZAFS, ABAF TS, FELBFHITF,
AR A AR ELR T,

KA K &I H%%%ﬁkﬂlﬁﬁ BMNAE B REH M,

A B H AT AE AT RS, L
éﬁ%%&ﬁ*,&Qa&%ﬂT%ﬁ%%H@a&%M%¢&%ﬁ%%ﬁo
HntFARKRA A PEOEE, XL LE, EEMEROEN.

S EIA A FE D], Lo F BT RYE, RHE—S .

RFEETELT BMAL

RFHTZELAEAPDRAAE, LFHTHRESE,

bz ok, HRAE THPWEL,

R Z P RFE T B AR LFIRE 6958,

WA W RF B T R TBAGHEAY,

REFIETH AR, BAHRACLFH T E LGS KA AL,

HRAGERLEIF, RBARRKIN ARG ZAIET AR, RIS, N HEL AT RT /-
BAERA—LEIT, BAFIRALIRGTAE, XTUREE S LS @%ﬁi%%%ﬁ#kﬁo
G, &AL 52T, RALTUFNAEENFE, BRI AT FOFE, KA 2T AF
NHE,

o HRKXBHEIANAENTF, RAKRERAFHT —ROEZTREZ,

o RBERKNHAIHLDET, IHFRMNKKT, LEREFNEZFHHA,

o FHIFHELFASTWHELFE,

o HAKRTAFHIHFLE, LRREMN—ATTEFMIN Ao

o LRAKIMMEAER, KFEHAFIINRA S L%, FREUAETAL LT,

o ARNBLEIF, BALEF+HFL, ZLLERZRERELITFEE T,

o AREFAHBMRERZ,

. LI, RAZA Pl RHEAA B FATRA AR,

o Y — LI RARGYR, KA PR KGEFZHITRIF, im 18 DI A

o KAUBHMALENTF, AAHAXRABRNEIF—HXSFLE,

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appearing in candidates’ work.
This year it appeared common to see that some complex connectives have been used such as: & K ««-+ 12
ey IR eeeeee g Ho-e Ao BT VA weeeens BRT e VASL, H/iLeee ) AR, AT, AT, BR{ZIN, R

4 t, accurately used #F, %, &£, A %A, i#Bid, i which again has shown their high linguistic
ability. Some candidates even used some grammar structures in part 2 on the syllabus, such as ik, f£. #%.

1. % etc. advanced structures, e.g. i@ id # ik K ) T )P A LIRA S F %S which was
qualified to the top band.

However, candidates should be reminded not over using E 7 «++ B KA+ee -+ structures too much which could
not show the range. As well as that, the purpose of using the conjunctives is to make the essay more
interesting and coherent, not just for the sake of its appearance in the essay. They also need to check the
pairing of conjunctives is appropriate, for example, 7~ f&-+--- dn Heee, NOT FFKeeeeer g FLee-
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A wide range of vocabulary and idioms appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g. # A& 49
BE, AZLNEH T E MEGTE, OXFEEKTF R, FIHsR, ERGHK, —v =
A. —&RmE, AIKXTH, —L=. KF (FHE) RR. EFRTHF X etc.

Some good examples were listed below:

o FIFILAMAZ TR, mEABERGEABLIEFTIEE,

o MY F IR F LA AR—,

o HINAL—LHXIFEFFETRALRMRS DIAA, LEXLIFFZHMEL, IAKBATFEA S 2FHA
*o

o  HRUATHIMANRK, B MARRRZIAL

o RFH TS, RAEAR, EAFDETHE. M.

o HPELFRFO, TRERRIMF -

o RFHTHMF-—REANS, TRFFHE.

o WARHT, TARAMELE: BRELRARELE,

o  RBRAEI—HHBHIEH MK

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy and this year, it was getting better compared with
the previous year, but there are still some rooms to improve especially for some basic and common words.
Most candidates wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some
even with Pinyin and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong
characters with the same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion,
but it would be penalized in this category.

There were some areas to be improved.
Characters:

¢  Knowing in some situations ‘ask’ in Mandarin is NOT 7] :
a. ‘ask me to help’ should be ‘K #& #5 =’
b. ‘ask me to teach her should be ‘¥#/ K & # 4’
c. ‘ask for help’ should be ‘& K#Fah’
d. ‘ask for money’ should be ‘&%’

Candidates should spend time practising simple common characters such as: X K. A~ fil. #=. f&.
RF, P, AH, ER. A, WA, AIF etc. There were some other frequent mistakes: it/ (%) .
R (F) —F. BRE) A, FEHF. FEGC) . E)E, oG, 2R . EME) A, £
(M) R, ZRUR). L(EDA, HFROER) ., 2E)FE, FEOXKE, X(B) 4, B (H) A,

— () A, () F. 0 (D) &R EE (B LR () A mm (|a) . e (7).
PR3 (B) L Aa (B) . TR GE) L /M k) L R (X)) R

Grammar:

e Missed past tense particle 7 or use it in present tense sentences: £H M & 3 ; KRFEKF; REFH
THRIXF; AR, &ETRERMEF

e Mixed tenses: TANZH =& T HH FEL

e Wrong words order/anglicised sentence structures: &b & LA FAR EANZH; RTCEWOPMARKT —12
NEE; BMNFET —AANESL:; RAHAEXRE; KAFLNERFR

e Used L and T wrongly for time adverbs: e.g. L4 instead of 4, T4 instead of BA%E, LMA/ L E
# instead of TA~A/TF Z# or vice versa, etc.

e Use of & with adjectives: &R IR4F; #5213 R IR

e  Use of measure word: #&fil—A&iEz—/~$H

e Use #= to link two sentences: &A1 —# Mt kA= 2 T A 6

e Useof verbs: & &9 AL (ik) & FEHH; PTAAFag (F) &ARIF; REA (£) Ke9$; 4y
BBt (%) &HH,
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e Missing verbs: #283E % M2y 89 A T dmill K& A TAE; RFn il 4R A8 AT 2 TAED; UG K AH T

e  Use of adverbs with 49:

e  Misplace adverbial modifier and attribute: /R A 7, KAMEIF; TEMW L F 2 H A G; E9EERF
AREZHT; BMNTRENFHIEER; ARSI G; REXFIEFRIFE; ARG T HE9 355 K-F
&%

o Useoftb: HAMGLFE L& —HAF; 32 b 70938 AR

o Useofit: &—=Liethdish

o Useof #: MAKMAERIHTA; KEHSF—TRGEH R

e Use X link 2 nouns: A X & 8h— A5 4 ki X f L

(b) Vegetarian food
Completion of the tasks

This was the less popular choice which could mean that the subject including content and vocabulary was
not familiar to candidates since % ‘& is newly added in the syllabus. Some candidates were not sure of the

meaning of vegetarian food but did spot the character for food 4, so wrote either fast food or food in general
and included meat in the essay so lost some marks in task completion. To broaden candidates’ choices,
centres could suggest candidates to study all vocabulary on the core vocabulary list including the newly
added ones.

For bullet point 1, it seemed challenging for weak candidates to list kinds of vegetarian food they had.
However, most of the candidates understood task 2 1% %13 & Z #£, and produced relevant opinions. For
bullet point 3 and 4, majority wrote ~& &, & . 1~ 7 1% etc. for tasks 3 and 12 B . Xt IRIEAF. BRAP 4k,
7% 5 % etc. But some candidates repeated opinions for task 2 e.g. ¥¥°Z which cannot show the range of
vocabulary and structures. A few candidates even used it for 3~ 4t which should use negative words.
Although the language is grammatically correct, the whole piece was not coherent and it affected task
completion marks. Centres could encourage candidates to learn both negative and positive expressions and
adjectives.

For task 5, almost all the candidates understood the question word "k ¥ and wrote proper places which
were very pleasing. However, handful candidates were still ignored future tense time frame T X and 47 5
in the question and add T after "z which caused confusion. Teachers could encourage candidates look for
past time frame particles 7 . il or phrases indicating past time frames e. g. x¥. #¥ X. /A or

£o o o B structure and future time frame particles 47 5. #X]. 2. £. & or phrases indicating
future time frame e. g.815F-. F k. T ’X in the questions and include them in their answers.

There were some very good examples below:

o CLEREIFRARMGKY KMNIRE, ALK Y.
o TAREBATHFIAFRMANETCER. THIPEIPEZYGR DA EILT, ERIBZGFREMLE, R5 2

o ARULHAEZMEHMFER, iR, MO, BREF, KEFILEHERTO,

o AULHEZMEHMER, Pl LR, BEfFF, RAKDHERERCER, BARILLELRAETRKC
o BRAFREAN, TRAKLEFCAERTO,

o CLERELLRREC, TREEMTE,

Range
It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: & K+« 1B& TN
AR eeeee o Eeees BRI eeeeees TRT o A9), A/iLees AEL 3B AR AT BRI Rk,

Iy HR, A%k accurately used A, 2|, L. A& A . @i, £id which again has shown their high
linguistic ability.

Wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen, e.g.
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o ARFAFF, AMNFUEHLELAFLERLIAFZRIEEACTHRN, BERAHATRELHRER,

o EZRAMAKERELEKRE KA, TMNESTFCERLLSELEFTLIFAAEL%,

o ZULERTVABRARAM, XA FRGHREATY . FHROFEZTHSAHRTE KRR Y, IHLBELT
Yl sz, BmEE,

o  BARNERAMUCLARNEL, EBECHESILERNEERF, RNEEMNEDHEL,

o LERNMARARKBELTZNELRALEOM. ARATRACER, FIARERTR;

o LAERMIFRAAAAMTRBEL AL, TUAAERRREALX, XRKRY T xah4h 6955 I A= 808 g R 3R

o
Some idioms and proverbs were really impressive e.g. #k 3% B 6935 %; RS AEE=ZR
Accuracy

Most candidates who chose 3 (b) did well in grammar and structures. However, there are some areas to
improve:

e Mixed tenses: ¥ % Lit A F A

e  Words order: & 8% £ A2 7 £ %

e Negative for A: AR AL F R

e Misuse 7: &RMRERAT ; 2RABRFT

e  Conflictinformation: &r¢iT /& % & &, tdedF A, BA, HAKY @FF

e Use of £ with adjectives: & T AR R HE; "L&E R E4F L RIFLA T AP IRAR GG I A
e Use #= to link two sentences or clauses: "¢ & & 6947 &b & 47 7L Fo =T LA 3RAR 69 1A A
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing 43

Key messages

o Elaborate with detailed relevant information to achieve the top band marks for Question 2 and
Question 3.

e A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word count will affect Question 2
and Question 3 marks.

e Read the scenario carefully for Question 3, answer all the questions and pay attention to different time
frames.

o Similarly, if a task is ‘What is the disadvantage/advantage of wearing school uniform?’ and the
candidate answers ‘there are many disadvantages/advantage of wearing school uniform (and nothing
else), then they do not meet the criteria for the top band of task completion.

General comments

This is the second year with the new syllabus and mark scheme and the majority of candidates were familiar
with the structure of Question 1. It was pleasing to see that this question was accessible to the majority of
candidates and there were a number of impressive performances from centres. Some candidates used
complex structures and difficult or unusual characters, even idioms, which demonstrated an improvement in
linguistic ability.

Most of the gaps in Question 1 were well managed with proper words from the core vocabulary list due to
the topics being common and familiar to candidates.

The overall quality of work from candidates on Questions 2 and 3 has not differed too much from last year.
The change in the mark scheme explicitly assesses the range of language applied in candidates’ work and
this was heavily reflected in this year’s response. It was wonderful to see a greater variety of expressions
and structures attempted by most candidates although there is room for improvement in the accuracy of the
usage.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. It should be remembered that a composition requires a
certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question with a level of detail, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures was rewarded. Candidates are reminded that if they write significantly
fewer than 80 characters for Question 2 or 150 characters for Question 3, they will not produce enough
evidence of their ability to gain the highest marks.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. However,
if Question 3 was attempted but communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the
question), a maximum of 4 for Range would be awarded. If the word count was significantly less than the
recommended length, the capping system applies.

Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing straight to the point
and expanding accordingly without pre-setting sentences too much would have been more efficient to use
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the recommended word count. Letter format, long openings and ending greetings are not essential which
could take up candidates’ exam time and the space for recommended word count.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates were asked to fill in a form for joining a gym. Over half of the candidates were able to fill the gaps
with ease since the topic areas e.g. job, sports, length of time etc. which were been tested were very familiar
to candidates.

For gap 1 Bk, a majority of the candidates wrote occupations without mistakes, e.g. k¥ 4. E4£. TA
etc., but a few wrote Pinyin or I~%4=i& which cannot be awarded marks.

Gap 2 + 3 were very accessible and candidates did really well with success e.g. # k. 4T &3k, MR, LK,
F &R etc. Afew candidates did not write £ clearly.

Gap 4 was also very well answered with different lengths of time, e.g. =/ 8. W+ 44F. —X etc. However,
a few candidates confused it with what time and wrote — & and unfortunately lost marks.

Gap 5 was the most challenging one for candidates even though 4+4% is on the vocabulary list. Apart from
the normal payment method, there were some impressive answers such as ¥ -F4+4k. Centres should advise

candidates to revise the core vocabulary list in the syllabus before the exam since the characters in the
questions all come from it.

Accuracy of characters generally was good, however, there were several common mistakes. They were
either adding or missing a radical or with a wrong radical or using a character with a similar phonetic sound.
Centres could train their candidates to avoid similar mistakes in future exams.

Question 2

The question requires the candidates to write about their favourite teacher. The topic was very familiar to the
candidates and most of them fully understood the requirements of the question and responded very well to it.
They were able to provide consistently relevant information and opinions.

Most of the candidates were familiar with the questions word %+ 4 in bullet point 1, #FE A in bullet point
2, AH 2 E3k /46 in bullet point 4 and # 4 4% in bullet point 5 which often appeared in previous years,
therefore, the vast majority did very well.

Candidates needed to describe appearance for bullet point 3 which caused some difficulties. But on the
other end of the spectrum, some candidates wrote fert & & & K13 474 R {2dE% 5, mELA K K9k
i

For bullet point 5, the answers should be in a future time frame and the vast majority performed very well.
Some used &4 X A #a93% which was tolerated but for future reference, centres are reminded their
candidates should follow the sentence structures in the tasks and to pay more attention to the future time
frame and future particles.

There is a new mark scheme for Question 2; to score the top band, candidates need to include details.
Therefore, even though some candidates answered all the bullet points, they did not score the full mark as
they needed to expand their answers and to provide a level of detail.

Candidates are reminded when they copy the characters or sentence structures from the bullet points, they
should carefully look at whether the characters were correctly written without missing any parts or the
question words have been removed from the answers. Also, whether the answer words were in the correct
place. There were some mistakes listed below which need to be improved.

Some candidates appeared to be restricted by the notion of 80 — 100 characters and did not fully
demonstrate their capabilities, which was shown by crossed sentences which could have made the essay
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much more interesting and fuller. A significantly smaller number of characters than the recommended word
count affected the marks even if all the questions have been answered.

There were plenty of good examples for each task, e.g:

o RWHMIREEH,

o IR AK—AE, LAEEA,

o  HAMKRTHK, PTAKEMRAM,
o  HUAXRF b3t EiuagiiFig,

On the contrast, some areas needed improvement:
Grammar:

e  misused verbs: & -E K F P L
e anglicised structures: . & 8 5 3
e missing characters: 4.2 fk ¥ 3 % 7

Characters and words:

e mixture of characters and Pinyin: dui #— /N AfREF
e  misspelled characters with the same phonetic sound character or similar shape: A (&) A&, #49
€=

Question 3

The styles of the questions did not change much this year and there were two options for candidates to
choose from: (a) to write a letter to a grandpa talking about a performing art club; (b) to write an article for a
magazine, talking about your views of new school uniforms. 3 (b) was slightly popular than 3 (a) perhaps due
to familiarising with the topic & k. The majority could respond to all the bullet points with a good level of
detail and link ideas effectively with appropriate connectives.

(a) Performing art club % & {& &
Completion of the tasks

The tasks on the rubrics were slightly longer compared with 3(b) although this helped candidates to form the
sentences in their answers if they understood the meaning of the tasks. The majority of the candidates who
opted in covered the required information also provided additional and detailed information which was
relevant to the bullet points. This year, the weight of task completion had increased to 10 instead of 5 in the
previous year, so candidates were aware that they should give detailed information, opinions/reactions and
explanations to reach the top band.

Question words for task 1 ‘which year group’, task 2 ‘what’ and task 3 ‘what benefit’ were generally familiar
to candidates so they completed the tasks well. However, the subject in task 4 has been changed to X #:
which might a bit challenging. In addition, 4% 4% is newly added in the new syllabus so some candidates might
not be familiar with this. Therefore, task 5 & 4 7 linked to task 4 would be affected and they could not
complete the task.

Centres should be aware that if the whole answer to Question 3 was irrelevant (e.g. contains no evidence of
being related to the bullet points set), Task completion, Range and Accuracy would be awarded 0. For
example, a candidate wrote about a school for Question 3a. However, if Question 3 was attempted but
communication was not achieved (e.g. the candidate misunderstood the question), a maximum of 4 for
Range would be awarded. For example, a candidate did not understand % % /& &3¢ and wrote an essay
about painting extra-curricular activities and followed the questions in the tasks.

Candidates also needed to pay attention to essay length. If the word count was significantly less than
recommended length, marks were capped.

Some good examples for each task are listed below:
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o EAREREGAK, PTAXE ALK LS A,
o REARHBRUZESWBAARILT KF Ko
o EEBBEFAIAKRSZIHL, BRAEFEESTRS.

Range

It was very pleasing to see some extended, well-linked sentences frequently appear in candidates’ work.
This year some complex connectives have been used frequently, such as: & &---f2Z---; TAf2-eeeee iy Hee;
B e BT VA-ee; BRT ---XASh, 4/i%--+ etc. which has shown their high linguistic ability. However, there were
some repetitions as well especially for & #.

A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks also have been seen frequently, e.g:

o HKMNF_FoA BMAEZZ, —HAESMEFEERIN,
o KRG KA, FILFRTF S,
o HINREPERIEI KA R B AR KA

Accuracy of characters and grammar

The new mark scheme laid more emphasis on accuracy compared with the previous year. Most candidates
wrote very accurate characters, some candidates showed some errors in their writing, some even with Pinyin
and English words which would affect the marks. Occasionally using Pinyin or wrong characters with the
same phonetic sound for communication purpose could be accepted for task completion, but it would be
penalized in this category.

There were some areas which could be improved, e.g:

Characters: & (#) &K, 4 (4) F. & G A, 12 (32) &, & () k. ey (1F) . H# (#H) .
i (k) =

Grammar:

o EANZMERNF.
o T —AREEHR.
o KIS —mET.

(b) School uniform £k

Completion of the tasks

About 60 per cent of the candidates opted this option and they had a good idea on how to complete the
tasks. Question words in task 1 ‘when’, task 2 ‘how much’, task 3 ‘what looks like’ and task 4 ‘why’ were
handled very well. Bullet point 5 ‘advantage/disadvantage of wearing school uniform to school’ was asking
for opinions and it seemed to raise a challenge to candidates.

This was shown in the examples below:

o KIRTULERMAALRTFH KT,
o  mBHKIEHN, LT A—IRIE XMNFRGFE A,

o LEARFRAETUAF KA FTAIRE A LI T A,
o BTHKBRIRE, EARLTUE—AKIE,

o LEFFRIRGFLAARAEREFMH2ARIR,

o RARIFFEF, AELRREF.

Range

It was very pleasing to see some complex connectives have been used such as: & & ----- A2 ey TRAReeeee
fHeee; AZ WGIHE; UG, BN BT A, BRT 249, /i tb4e; which again have shown
good linguistic ability.
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A wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the tasks was also evident, e.g:

FRBBIRA R K SE X TIEFA, RRILEHR, UEEL T ALK,

HHORRAFE S, ERZEOER,

FRREZALOGEN T, RARZIARZEEM,

FABIR AL RN KA F AR HF.

AR A BB ARAB L, IR AR AR AAE RN

WA — B3 LB T —BE, M AMRFEARELENAGH I,

L F KRR AT R Ao IR BRI o

FERIR EF LR —FRH, KMNEEADLEZFACTHEFTHRIBREGNANENE 2 ETWRIFALG—&,

Accuracy

Candidates who chose 3(b) did very well in grammar and structures which could be seen in the above
examples. However, there were some areas could be improved:

Characters: & (&) 4. KE GE) . k& (&) . 0 () . & (X)) R, % &) L &9 () . &
D . 29 GF) . &5 D

Grammar:
o HRMAAIKSEK

o  HRMAMKLK., RIRERT
o KM gai w8 ([F) 44K xi huan
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